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Yevgeniy Dronov, General Director of AK Tulamazhzavod JSC: 
‹Our enterprise has close ties with Yasnaya Polyana.›

Dmitriy Kozhenkin, Deputy Director General of Shchekinoazot, 
congratulated Yasnaya Polyana on behalf of Boris Sokol, the 
company›s President.

Representative office of Yasnaya Polyana in the Museum Quarter of Tula.
The hat Leo Tolstoy wore when leaving 
Yasnaya Polyana in 1910.

The gift shop sells socks with quotes 
from works by Tolstoy.

On the Preshpekt: photo with the Governor.

Who are we without Tolstoy?
On the day of its centenary, the Yasnaya Polyana Museum-Estate of Leo Tolstoy brought a 
present to the people of Tula and visitors to the regional capital. A representative office of 
the estate was opened in the Museum Quarter, at 25 Metallistov Street.

L.N.T.
HISTORICAL HOUSE: In the late 18th cen-
tury, it was owned by 3rd Guild merchant 
Yevfimiy Kuchin. It took a lot of effort and 
money to tidy up the building, but now it 
looks spectacular.

The opening ceremony of the new branch, 
the L.N.T. cultural and exhibition complex, 
was attended by Olga Lyubimova, Minister 
of Culture of the Russian Federation.

‹Most importantly, it is a space perfect 
for the entire family,› she said. ‹We are very 
happy that the tradition of going to muse-
ums with children is being revived.› The only 
thing that may now upset visitors to Tula is 
the fact that a weekend may not be enough 
to see all the museums!

So, what is there to do at the new branch, 
especially with children in tow?

Firstly, drop by the gift shop. Notebooks, 
T-shirts, bags, mugs — anything you can 
imagine, with wise words from the works by 
Leo Tolstoy. Put on a T-shirt, look in the mir-
ror, and there it says: ‹Catch those moments 
of happiness, make people fall in love with 

you, and fall in love yourself!› The biggest 
hit is the Tolstoy socks, one red and one 
black. A pair costs RUB 300, by the way. For 
more serious visitors, there are books about 
Yasnaya Polyana, and more.

Secondly, you can see the exhibitions. 
The first one, My Address Is Always Tula, 
conveys the fact that Leo Nikolayevich 
lived not in a vacuum but in society, that 
he was treated, studied, went shopping, 
played tennis and the piano. The exhibition 
offers an insight into everyday life in the 
city in the late 19th – early 20th century. 
The highlight of another exhibition, Com-
me Il Faut/Non Comme Il Faut, are clothes 
and personal effects that Tolstoy had when 
he left Yasnaya Polyana in 1910. In particu-
lar, a felt hat, which, according to museum 
workers, was made by Sofya Andreyevna 
herself.

The exhibition is modern and interactive. 
Visitors are invited to take a quiz and find out 
what school they would be attending if they 
had lived over a hundred years ago. One can 
also pick up an old telephone, dial a number 
and hear the voice of Tolstoy himself.

On the first floor, there is a themed ho-
tel with nine rooms. Guests have a choice: 
they can spend the night in the room of Anna 
Karenina or Pierre Bezukhov, Konstantin 
Levin or Natasha Rostova, Prince Bolkonskiy 
or Aleksey Vronskiy. There are no specially 
themed details or objects in the rooms, but 
the creators of the interiors have accounted 
for the peculiarities of the literary characters. 
For instance, Natasha›s room is a light-co-
loured girl›s retreat; Ilya Rostov, the head of 
the family in the novel, has a spacious, well-
lit room while Anna Karenina›s quarters are 
dark-coloured.

Happiness and 
responsibility
AFTER the grand opening of L.N.T. and the 
cancellation of a block of postage stamps 
issued for the centenary of the museum, 
the anniversary celebrations continued in 
Yasnaya Polyana. There was live music, as 
the Renaissance String Quartet played 
works by Vivaldi, Handel, Mozart, Haydn 
and other composers of the 18th and early 
20th centuries in front of Tolstoy›s house. An 
exhibition called First Century of the Muse-
um Era, telling the story of the museum-es-
tate with faces, events and facts, was held 
on the premises of the Volkonskiy House.

Many guests came here for the anni-
versary.

‹Today, Yasnaya Polyana is one of the 
most famous museums in Russia, and the 
main hallmark of the Tula Region. This place 
has been and still is a magnet for countless 
admirers of Leo Tolstoy›s works,› said Gov-
ernor Aleksey Dyumin.

‹Only people who love Tolstoy and this 
place can work and serve here,› stressed 
Vladimir Tolstoy, Presidential Advisor for 
Culture, who for many years headed the 
museum staff. ‹It is thanks to them that it re-
mains such a wonderful place. All in all, be-
ing a Yasnaya Polyana resident is the great 
happiness and a huge responsibility.›

The unique atmosphere was also noted 
by Mikhail Shvydkoy, who had been Head of 
the Ministry of Culture for a long time.

‹There are places that are designated as 
museums, and then there are places that are 
blessed to be museums,› he said. ‹There are 
not many examples of the latter in the world. 
Yasnaya Polyana is just such a place.› Who 
are we without Tolstoy?

Yevgeniy Dronov, General Director of AK 
Tulamashzavod JSC, Hero of Labour of the 
Russian Federation, wished the museum 
staff further success.

‹Tulamashzavod and the museum have 
close ties,› he explained. ‹Since  1982, on 
the initiative of the director Vadim Usov, the 
plant workers had been engaged in resto-
ration of the manor of Leo Tolstoy›s father at 
Nikolskoye-Vyazemskoye.

Yevgeniy Dronov recalled the story of the 
green stick and the Brotherhood of Ants 
which united thousands of children in search 
of this symbol of goodness and happiness. 
He also presented the museum with a gift, a 
modern electric car called the Ant.

On behalf of Boris Sokol, President of 
Shchekinoazot, the staff of the museum, led 
by the director Yekaterina Tolstaya, were 
congratulated by Dmitriy Kozhenkin, Deputy 
Director General for Social Affairs.

‹The staff of the Museum-Estate keeps up 
the professional, responsible work to pre-
serve the traditions of Yasnaya Polyana and 
continues the endeavours started by Alek-
sandra Lvovna Tolstaya, the writer›s daugh-
ter and the first custodian of the museum,› 
he stressed.

‹Today, these traditions are being devel-
oped here in a new format, with new ap-
proaches to working with tourists, young 
people, as well as in promoting the poten-
tial of the area. Yasnaya Polyana remains a 

globally important cultural and educational 
centre. Our company and Yasnaya Polyana 
have outlined new joint plans to develop the 
Museum-Estate and, therefore, the entire 
Tula region.›

Letter to 22nd Century
Shchekinoazot presented Yasnaya Poly-
ana with a Hyundai snowplough to make 
cleaning of the estate›s territory much eas-
ier in winter, as well as a 1995 painting by 
the Tula-based artist Valeriy Bocharov titled 
‹Yasnaya Polyana Pond. Bathing Place of 
the Tolstoys›. The museum will soon receive 
modern equipment to help with landscaping 
the estate territory. Also, in the run-up to the 
anniversary celebrations, Shchekinoazot re-
paved the paths.

Shchekinoazot and Yasnaya Polyana 
have been partners for many years. The 
company›s employees have planted over 
10,000 trees in the Yasnaya Polyana woods. 
Work on restoring the memorial forest and 
preserving the historical landscape of the es-
tate museum will continue.

Back  in  2004, the administration of the 
Tula Region and the State Memorial and Nat-
ural Reserve Yasnaya Polyana Leo Tolstoy 
Museum-Estate and Shchekinoazot con-
ceived and signed the Yasnaya Polyana 
Agreement on joint activities for the benefit 
of the local lands and the entire Shchekino 
District.

At the end of the ceremony, Vladimir 
Tolstoy read out a message to the future 
generations of museum custodians in the 
year 2121: ‹How we would love to have just 
one glimpse of what our beloved, beauti-
ful Yasnaya Polyana looks like in the twen-
ty-second century. We sincerely hope that 
you are abiding by the covenant of Sofya 
Andreyevna Tolstaya, and that Yasnaya 
Polyana remains «in the hands of the en-
tire Russian people»; that it continues to 
command the attention of mankind and re-

mains true to its primary mission, which is 
to preserve the genuine, undistorted world 
of one of the greatest writers and thinkers 
of all times.›

The message was affixed with the seal 
of the Volkonskiy family from the vaults of 
the Yasnaya Polyana Museum-Estate and 
placed in a time capsule created by the em-
ployees of the Tula Machine-Building Plant. 
The capsule was handed over to the muse-
um›s chief custodian Alla Kurakova and will 
take its place in the museum›s vaults.

Yekaterina Tolstaya addressed the muse-
um staff:

‹Summing up the first centenary of the 
museum›s history, I would like to thank ev-
eryone who worked and keeps working at 
Yasnaya Polyana for keeping the estate as 
Leo Tolstoy knew and loved it: alive, hospita-
ble and authentic. The museum, however, is 
not only buildings and collections; it is also 
the visitors whom we thank for their inex-
haustible interest for Yasnaya Polyana and 
the great writer, their kind words and feed-
back.›
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